
• The Mascot 
• The Option among Many 
• The Good Teacher 
• The Therapist 
• The Giver of Bling 
• The National Patriot 

• The Social Justice Warrior 
• The Moral Example 
• The New Moses 
• The Mystical Friend 
• The Feminized 
• The Teddy Bear

 
 
MEET JESUS THE OPTION AMONG MANY 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
You sit down at the coffee shop next to Tamar. He was born in America to parents from Lebanon. He says that 
he is “spiritual but not religious”, even though his parents were Armenian Orthodox Christians.  
 
He says to you, “You know, I have this gut feeling that all the religions of the world lead to the same place. 
Every dude goes to heaven or whatever the end looks like. I’ve read a lot. I love learning from Jesus, 
Muhammad, Buddha, Confucius, and Joseph Smith.”  
 
You start telling him about why you trust Jesus and how Jesus saves you from hell. Tamar jumps back in, “Why 
would a loving God send people to hell? Jesus is love! I subscribe to the non-hater Jesus who accepts everyone.” 
 
1. Have you ever met anyone like Tamar? 

 
Take a guess. Are beliefs like his more or less common in the world? Why?  

 
 
 
Many “-isms” = Many Saviors?  
 
Religious Pluralism =  All religions are __________________ 
 
Religious Inclusivism = One religion may be best, but all have significant _____________ 
 
Religious Universalism = All mankind will be ________________ 
 
 
2. Problem #1: Love =/= Tolerate =/= Accept =/= Approve =/= Celebrate  
 

What happens when someone is labeled as intolerant, unaccepting, or noncelebratory about the things the 
world praises? 
 
 
“Tolerance” should mean “the ability to put up with another point of view, even though one might disagree 
with said point of view.” Example: “I can accept the fact that some people are fans of professional football 
teams other than the Green Bay Packers. I do not love that fact, nor do I understand how one could come to 
such a conclusion. I certainly do not approve of or celebrate that fact.” Do we see this approach to tolerance 
at all in our world? Why do you think that is? 
 

 



 

3. Problem #2: Many religions – not just Christianity – make exclusive claims. Consider the following claim 
(the Shahada) of Islam. What does this say about Christianity?  

 
“There is not God but Allah. Muhammad is his messenger.” 
 
 
This is not an oddity with Islam. Any religion that is “worth its salt” claims to have exclusive rights to the 
afterlife, how people get there, and what they experience in that afterlife—Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, 
Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, etc. 

 
 
 

“Jesus	the	Option	Among	Many	seems	to	be	incredibly	easy	to	follow	because	he	does	not	seem	
to	care	about	anything	except	generic	and	vague	inspirational-sounding	phrases	found	on	

many	coffee	mugs	at	favorite	coffee	shops	around	our	land.”	

 

 
 
MEET THE REAL JESUS 
 
4. The key text is John 14:6. As always, context is key!   
 

14	“Do	not	let	your	hearts	be	troubled.	You	believe	in	God;	believe	also	in	me.	2	My	Father’s	house	has	
many	rooms;	if	that	were	not	so,	would	I	have	told	you	that	I	am	going	there	to	prepare	a	place	for	you?	
3	And	if	I	go	and	prepare	a	place	for	you,	I	will	come	back	and	take	you	to	be	with	me	that	you	also	may	
be	where	I	am.	4	You	know	the	way	to	the	place	where	I	am	going.”	
5	Thomas	said	to	him,	“Lord,	we	don’t	know	where	you	are	going,	so	how	can	we	know	the	way?”	
6	Jesus	answered,	“I	am	the	way	and	the	truth	and	the	life.	No	one	comes	to	the	Father	except	
through	me.	7	If	you	really	know	me,	you	will	know	my	Father	as	well.	From	now	on,	you	do	know	him	
and	have	seen	him.”	

 
 

In what way are Jesus’ words inclusive? (To put it another way, is Jesus limiting salvation to people of a 
certain language, holiness level, gender, ethnicity, social status, etc.?)  

 
 
 
 
 In what way are Jesus’ words exclusive?  
 
 
 
5. Agree/Disagree: Jesus accepts everyone just as they are.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

RESPONDING 
 
6. Evaluate the following questions. 
 

Islam	teaches	that	Muhammad	is	the	only	path	to	God.	Christianity	
teaches	that	its	Jesus.	Can	both	be	correct	at	the	same	time?	
	
	 How do you think Tamar would respond? 
 
 
 What Bible passage (or teaching) could you use to help Tamar? 

 
	
Can	I	tell	you	a	story	about	a	time	Jesus	accepted	someone	who	everyone	else	excluded?		
	

What Bible story might you use here? Remember that you want would it to be about forgiveness, 
not tolerance. 

 
 
 How do you think Tamar would respond? 
 
 
	
Did	you	know	that	there	are	teachings	that	are	only	found	in	Christianity?	Can	I	tell	you	about	
unconditional	grace?	The	incarnation?	
	

Give some reasons why these teachings might be the best start with in talking with Tamar.  
 
 
 

Can you think of other biblical truths that would be helpful for Tamar to understand the 
uniqueness of Christianity? 

 
 
 
 How do you think Tamar would respond? 
 
 
 
Can you think of any other questions or discussion points you would want to bring up with Tamar, the 
religious pluralist? 

 
 
 
ADDITIONAL BIBLE PASSAGES 
 

• Isaiah 44:6-23 
• Isaiah 59:2-17 
• Acts 4:12 
• 1 Timothy 2:3-7 

Rules	of	Responding:	
	

ü Gentleness	and	
respect	

	
ü Listening	>	speaking	

	
ü Let	God	speak	for	

himself	



 

Closing Prayer – You Are the Way; through You Alone CW 514 
You are the way; thro' you alone can we the Father find; 
in you, O Christ, has God revealed his heart and will and mind. 
 
You are the truth; your Word alone true wisdom can impart; 
you only can inform the mind and purify the heart. 
 
You are the life; the empty tomb proclaims your conqu'ring arm, 
and those who put their trust in you nor death nor hell shall harm. 
 
You are the way, the truth, the life; grant us that way to know, 
that truth to keep, that life to win, whose joys eternal flow. 
 


